
Community 

Outreach
The missions & ministries we currently support

Our goal is to provide volunteers and financial aid to ministries, missions and organizations in 
our surrounding community; and to support those ministries and programs we feel provide the 
best and largest impact for the areas in which they serve.

Angelwood
The mission of Angelwood is to improve the quality of life for children and adults with disabil-
ities and their families. Volunteers help maintain their group homes or support their summer 
day camp.
Contact: Diane Tuttle, 904-708-0844

Caring Tree
For over 15 years, Riverside has worked with neighborhood 
schools and organizations to find families in need. People from 
the church and Day School anonymously help these families 
celebrate Christmas by providing gifts and food. Volunteers 
are needed to help organize, purchase, sort and deliver the gifts 
during November and December each year. Caring Tree Sunday 
is held 2nd Sunday in December.
Contact: Jo Pratt-Dannals, 904-356-9224

Children’s Enrichment Workshop (CEW)
CEW is a coalition of Riverside schools, churches and businesses working together to provide 

positive enrichment activities 
for school students. Currently, 
besides attending CEW meet-
ings, Riverside provides three 
field days in the spring, one 

per school for West, Central and Fishweir Elementary schools, as 
well as providing supplies for these schools’ offices. An af-
terschool art class is offered in the fall and winter months.
Contact: Merle Lear, 904-387-6245

Downtown Ecumenical Services 
Council (DESC)
DESC is headquartered in the basement of First Presbyterian Church downtown. It is supported 
by many churches who have come together to provide emergency services for people living on 
the financial edge. Help includes referrals to appropriate agencies, groceries, clothing and one-
time assistance with rent, utility or mortgage payments. Volunteers are needed to answer the 
phone and to help with clothing distribution.
Contact: Julie Handley, 904-813-8872; Dave Tuttle, 904-563-3358
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Habijax (Habitat for Humanity)
Riverside has been involved in building and re-
modeling Habijax homes since the program began 
in Jacksonville in the late 1980s. The houses are 
newly constructed or renovated. Volunteers are 
needed at many times of the year for all aspects of building and renovating, 
preparing lunches or doing landscape and yard work.
Contact: Joe Eberly, 904-465-4078

I.M. Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless
Sulzbacher provides shelter, meals and health care to adults and 
children. Adults are also given job counseling. Riverside is one of 
many organizations that prepares and serves a dinner meal once 
each month at the Center for over 400 people. 
Volunteers are needed to help cook and serve on the second 
Thursday of the month.
Contact: Jan Nicholas, 904-355-4585 x 25

Lunch Buddies (Formerly P.A.L.S.)
A mentoring program which provides at-risk children with one-on-one 
mentors at West Riverside Elementary. Each mentor and child spends 30 
minutes to an hour a week, during the school day, playing games, read-
ing books, or focusing on academic, behavioral or social skills. There are 
always more students who need buddies than can be provided.
Contact: Jean Grant-Dooley, 904-859-0359

Meals on Wheels
For over 30 years, this mission has served meals to shut-ins in the Riverside, Avondale and 
Murray Hill areas. The program operates out of a room in the Church Education building.
Contact: Rev. Earle Sickels, 904-388-8187

Metro-Kids Konnection
This is a community-based program providing an after-school program for children who live 
in the Cleveland Arms Projects in north Jacksonville. This group participates in RBI. Riverside 
gives financial support to this program and hosts their annual “Back to School” fundraiser.
Contact: Jan Nicholas, 904-355-4585 x25
Community Outreach
Pastoral Counseling Services
Balancing Life, Love, and Peace. Helping people do this is the aim of Pastoral Counseling Ser-
vices.
Contact: Lou Lothman, 904-398-2437
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Presbyterian Social Ministries
PSM is a ministry that brings volunteer groups to Jack-
sonville for mission work. The ministry also partners with 
DESC to provide clothing for people in need. Riverside 
supports this ministry through space-sharing to sleep 
students and food preparation. PSM assists groups and 
congregation members with finding needed volunteer 
activities. PSM is currently located at Murray Hill 
Presbyterian Church.
Contact: Dave Tuttle, 904-563-3358

Project Leads
A joint project between the Church and the Day School, it is designed to teach 6th graders 
about being leaders in service to the community by taking them out into the community to 
serve through cleaning, sorting, weeding, team building and more. 
Contact: Palmer Bell, RPDS Headmaster 904-353-5511

Reviving Baseball to the Inner-City (RBI)
Community Life and Community Missions Committees work 
together to provide three weeks of summer camp experience for 
neighborhood and church children. Baseball, devotionals and lunch 
provide fun and recreation and time for children to get to know one 
another.
Contact: Jan Nicholas, 904-355-4585 x 25
 

Riverside Tradition House 
Tradition House was founded in 1971 and provides temporary residence to recovering alcoholic 
men.  Residents are required to attend two Alcoholics Anonymous meeting a week.  Profession-
al counseling and rehabilitation are offered.  Church members serve on the board of Directors 
and help with a variety of volunteer efforts.
Contact: Cliff Huber, 904-772-1564

Riverside Presbyterian Apartments and House
These housing options were built by the church in the 1960s with low interest government fi-
nancing to provide residential facilities for older adults. They are now owned and managed
by Presbyterian Retirement Communities. Presbyterian Women provide monthly socials and 
the Church staff conducts weekly worship/devotional services. Residents are also provided 
transportation to worship and outings.
Contact: Jan Nicholas, 904-355-4585 x 25

Riverside Presbyterian Day School  
RPDS was founded in 1948 so a Christian education could be included in a child’s academic 
education. Over 500 students are currently enrolled in the programs beginning with 3 year old 
Pre-School up through 6th grade. 
Contact: Palmer Bell, 904-353-5511
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Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive  
This annual activity in November and December helps to raise money for Salvation Army pro-
grams.  RPC supplies bell ringers to help at the Riverside Publix.
Contact: Arden Brugger, 904-356-8400

Sanctuary on 8th Street 
Sanctuary on 8th Street provides an after-school 
program to assist 50-60 elementary school chil-
dren with activities.  Examples of activities in-
clude helping with homework, drama, art and 
field trips.  Since 1992, RPC has contributed vol-
unteers as well as financial support for the social, 
physical and educational enrichment of disadvan-
taged youth in the Springfield neighborhood just 
north of downtown. Always a highlight is their 
involvement with RBI.
Contact: Vickie Watkins, 904-356-3588

Trinity Food Pantry 
Trinity Food Pantry offers food to hungry families in the Riverside area.  The program is operat-
ed out of the Trinity Lutheran Church.
Contact: Jan Nicholas, 904-355-4585

The Mustard Seeds
This new group is called "The Mustard Seeds" (Matthew 13:31-
32). This group has as its mission making the landscaping around 
Riverside look just a little better. Oh, yes, we do have some "mow, 
blow and go" guys but they don't do the little things like sprinkling 
a bit of fertilizer when it's needed or trimming dead material out 
of plants or pruning back things that are overgrown. The work is only occasional and we have 
lots of fun while we work! Check out the new caladiums at the back entrance to the educational 
building! Interested? 
Contact: Jane Miller, 904-613-5219

Questions? Contact Jan Nicholas, (904) 355-4585 x25 or jan.cox@rpcjax.org

TheMustard Seeds


